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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



October, 



read, " Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth," and " Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the sons of God." And when they say that 
our chief concern ought to be the defense of our re- 
public, the saving of ourself, I open my New Testament 
again and look at Jesus dying on the cross, and listen to 
those scoffers of the olden time, as they said to him, 
" Save thyself ! " I see the people shake their heads and 
hear them say, " Save thyself ! " The old, selfish-hearted, 
cruel world looked at him as he died, saying, " Save thy- 
self ! " — as though that were the supreme end of living 
in God's world. And the Lord died. But he left in our 
atmosphere these words that will outlive the stars, " And 
I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me." 



What the Christian Said to the Soldier. 

BY JOHN COLLINS. 

Tell me not in idle story 
Of the warrior's doubtful fame, 

And the legends old and hoary, 
Winning him a deathless name. 

Martial glory is a fiction, 

Covering with its lurid light 
Deeds deserving malediction, 

That should hide in darkest night. 

Who can tell the hosts unnumbered 

In the many centuries gone, 
Or the ties of nature sundered, 

Ever since creation's dawn? 

Long has our fair earth been grieving 

For her sons in battle slain, 
Millions upon millions leaving 

Memories that they lived in vain. 

Could the armies of the nations 

Rise again, their tale to tell, 
All the air with execrations 

On their tyrant kings would swell. 

See! they ride in serried column, 

Standing by the ancient Nile, 
Pointing, as in mockery solemn, 

To its wasted lands the while. 

Mark the proud Assyrian legions 

Bred to fierce vindictive war, 
Once the terror of the regions, 

Desolated evermore. 

"Ah!" they cry with looks of horror, 

" Better far untimely birth, 
Than the years of pain and terror 

That we suffered when on earth ! " 

Shall the sword devour forever, 

Reckless of God-given life ? 
And the rulers deem that ever 

Feuds must end in bloody strife? 

No ! a better day is breaking, 

Though the war-clouds round us lower, 

And humanity is waking 
To the warning of the hour. 



Warring nations yet shall wonder 
That they claimed the Christian name; 

Bitterest foes, now kept asunder, 
Lasting brotherhood shall claim. 

Peace shall wave her stainless banner 

Over many a land and sea, 
And the nations' highest honor 

Friendly intercourse shall be. 

Let us then, in firm endeavor, 
Show the waste and crime of war, 

Till its chains shall be forever 
Broken, to be worn no more. 

Philadelphia, September, 1900. 



A Plea in Behalf of Peace. 

Addressed to Christian prof essors of every name, by the 
Philadelphia Friends' 1 Yearly Meeting. 

It is with love for our fellow-countrymen of every 
class, and in that brotherly freedom which is permitted 
and enjoined by the' gospel, that we desire to call your 
attention to the responsibility which we all share in 
common, in shaping the present and prospective relations 
between our beloved country and other nations. It has 
pleased the all- wise and beneficent Ruler of the universe 
to permit us to hold a territory of vast extent and almost ■ 
limitless resources.- The form of government under 
which we have grown and prospered is admirably adapted 
to meet the needs of a free, enlightened and virtuous 
people. This, when administered with an eye to their 
highest interests, and the favor of the Most High, pre- 
sents a system which other nations may well desire to 
make their own. Are we not, therefore, bound in all 
gratitude to see to it that these rich blessings be not 
perverted to purposes out of harmony with the divine 
government ? 

Yet, as thoughtful observers of some of the events in 
which the United States has of late been a chief actor, 
we can scarcely fail to be impressed with their disastrous 
and far-reaching character. They, and the causes which 
have led up to them, are so fresh in the memory of all 
that they need not be here recited. The fact neverthe- 
less remains that war, with all its horrors, has engaged 
our country for a long period, and is still being persist- 
ently carried on in remote regions. 

While present conditions continue the danger increases 
that in an outburst of popular feeling, such as earned us 
into a war with Spain and opened the way for another 
with the natives of the Philippines, we shall be swept 
entirely away from that safe position which hitherto the 
immense territory and the geographical outlines of the 
United States have made it easy to maintain; Our 
people may thus be plunged into the current which is 
ever threatening the peace of warlike nations bent upon 
self-aggrandizement. 

Such considerations should be sufficient to bring home 
to each one of us questions like these : " What is my 
attitude in this crisis as a professed follower of the Prince 
of Peace?" "Is my influence decidedly felt in the 
community in which I live, in favor of some speedy, 
just and peaceful settlement of the difficult problems 
that now confront the federal authorities?" "Or, 



